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lands, but they were now masters from Fort William to the
banks of the Jamna. Nearer home they were touching the
Sindh frontier on more than one side. The approach of the
inevitable John Bull was already casting its shadow on
Northern India, and they feared that Sindh might fall under
its sway at any time.
Pottinger went to Sindh and started his negotiations.
The Amirs, who were suspicious of his ulterior designs, began
to invite Shah Shuja who was then at Ludhiana, negotiating
with Ran jit Singh for help, to recover his long lost kingdom.
They also sent letters to the Barakzai brothers of Kabul
intimating their willingness to pay all arrears of tribute if
they would only avert the threatened invasion of the English.53
The Maharaja came back from the Ropar meeting quite
satisfied in other respects but disappointed in the matter of
Sindh. Soon afterwards Capt. Wade was ordered to go to
Lahore and to explain the objects which the Governor-General
had in view in deputing Pottinger to Sindh, He was to ** remove
from the Maharaja's mind any suspicions that the British
Government under the cloak of commercial objects is desirous
of extending its influence and prosecuting views different from
those stated in the letter of the Governor-General to His
Highness's address."59 The letter to Ranjit Singh gave the
following objects for the new scheme: 60
1.    A desire on the  part of the Governor-General to pro-
mote the interests of the Maharaja by an ' improvement of the
means of intercourse between His Highness's  territories and
those of the British Government by the route of the Indus.'
2.    To make the rivers Indus and Sutlej a channel for
commerce thus making the Punjab as  accessible to the mer-
chants and travellers of Southern India and other countries
as if it were situated on the sea-shore.
Ranjit Singh was not satisfied. He felt that if an active
commercial intercourse was established on the Indus, he might
be required to give up his designs towards Shikarpur. He main-
58 Mackeson to Wade, 105.
s9 115/102, Prinsep to Wade, December 19, 1831.
60 Enclosure to 115/102 Op. CU., being translation of a letter from the
G. G. to Ranjit Singh.